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December 4, 1997 
Office of the Legislative Auditor Attention: Ms. Dorothy M]iner P. O. Box 94397 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 
]ear Ms. Mi]ner: In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 25:514, enclosed are the general purpose financial statements with supp] ementa], schedules for the Ascension Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended June 30, ]997. The report includes all funds under the control and authority of the Parish Court. The accompanying finan<.~ial statements have been prepared Jn accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Enclosure 

Since /J/ Maril Judge, Ascension Paris]] Court 



ASCENSION PARISH COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND Gonza] es, Louisiana 
GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 RequJ.red by Louisiana Revised Statute 24::514 to be filed wlth the Office of Legislative Auditor within 90 days after' the close of the fiscal year. 

.A FFIJ)AVI_T 
Personally came and appeared before the undersigned authority .io_n Pari_sh {~our t_, who duly sworn, deposes and says that the financial statements herewith given present fairly the financial position of the Ascension Parish Court the resu]ts Judicial E xxpen_s_9- Fund as of June 30, 1997, of operations -f~---A-he- --year---th ~n~ nded] accordance with the basis of accounting described within the accompanying financial statements 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this Dec~~her day of 

Chief Executive Officer Address 
Telephone No 



U.bert J. Kemmn. CPA ]+rent J lamberl+ ('PA 
Kernan & Lambcrt Certified Public Accountants A P~ofessionat (+2)1potation 
8989 IntcIIiac Avcnue. Suite A Baton Rouge, LA 70809 t5~)4) 923-1329 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORq 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert, Judge Ascension ParJsh Court Judicial Expense Fund 828-209 South Irma Blvd. Gonzales, Lou:isiana 70737 

Mrl.bers Amerkmrl Ingllt.te (;++tlllcd Public Aceotmt~l,t s Soclcty of l ~tllMatm c.+~ltmcd I\fi~xk hccotmta,~t 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the PARISH COURT for the PARISII OF ASCENSION, JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then ended, as listed n the table ef contents. These general purpose financJ al statements are the responsibility of the management of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statement~'~ based on our audit. 
audit Compt that about mater basis gener asses made purpo audit 
refer finan ASCEN resu] with 

We conducted our audit in accordance ing standards and Government Auditing roller General of the United States. ted the ire we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the general purpose financial statements are free of ial misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test , evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures Jn the al purpose financial statements. An audit also include~; sing the accounting principles used and sign]ficant estimates; by management, as well as; evaluating tile overall genera] se financial statement presentation. We believe that our provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

o1] The ~s o f ra] C)t; eeD the Js ra] 



The Honorable Marilyn Lambert, Judge Ascension Parish Court Judicial Expense Fund 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated December 4, 1997 on our consideratJ on of the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENS]ON, 0UDICIAL EXPENSI: FUND'S internal control structure and a report dated December 4, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana December 4 , 3997 

---4-- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA 
EXHIBIT A 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - AI,I, FUND TYPES AN[) ACCOUNT GROUPS OUNE 30, 1997 
ASSETS Cash Revenues Receivable Fines and forfeitures office furniture and fixtures Equipment 

GENEI~L 
$ (_)3,448 

G~;NERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 
16,568 45Z 

TOTALS (Memorandum Only__) $ 93,448 1"2,578 16,568 TOTAL ASSETS $ ].3_1,026 $ 40,020 $ 151,046 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $ 236 $ 78~~ TOTAL LIABILITIES $ _ i,.0_'22 $ 

Fund equity: Investment in general fixed assets $ Fund balance ,- undesignated ~I~L0~!~ 

$ 236 786 $ __!, o~ 2 
$ 40,020 $ 40,020 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY l!0~_9_0_4 4--O02_0 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
llQ~004 15____0.,024 $ ii0,026 $ 40,020 $ 151,046 

SEE ACCOUNTANT' S REPORT ATTACHED THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT -"5-- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA 
EXHIBIT B 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, I997 

Total revenues 
EXPENDITURES: Families in need program Salaries Automobile Conference, seminars and meetings Equipment purchases Furniture and fixtures office supplies and expenses Other Professional services Retirement expense - employees Insurance Taxes Travel and entertainment Utilities and telephone Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BAIANCE AT END OF YEAR 

SEE (I) THE GENERAL 

GENERAL FUND (I) $ 130,874 2~279 13 ~ 153 

$ 12~456 10,697 99L307 $ 110,004 

ACCOUNTANT' S REPORT ATTACHED FUND IS THE ONLY FUND PRESP, NTLY REQUIRED THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES TO BE MAINTAINED ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT -6- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, ]997 
i. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension was established under the- provision of Section 2563 of Title 3_3 of the Louisian~ Revised Statutes. The boundaries of the court is the entire Parish of Ascension, including municipalities. The statute provides for establishment of a Judicial Expense Fund for the operation of the court from costs, not to exceed $5.00, ($15.0[) effective 8/2]./92) imposed on all pleas before the court. The Clerk of Court: of Ascension Parish Js designated custodian of the funds, which are to be disbursed only upon orders of the Judge of the parish court, for purposes related to the proper administration of the court. However, no salary shall be paid from the Judicial Expense Fund to the Judge, except to the Judge appointed temporarily under the provisions of Revised Statute ]3:2563.9. This fund is in addition to other monies provided by ]aw for such purposes. The Judge shall be elected by the qualified electors of the Parish of Ascension. In prior [ears, an advance depos:it fund for civil and criminal funds was malntained; this function has been transferred to the Clerk of Court of Ascension Parish. 
A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying financial statements of the Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension, Judicial Expense Fund have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental and financial reporting principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

the tile rise em. ia] n s e ate 
The Judicial Expense Fund of the Ascension Parish Cou~t is organized and operated on a fund basis whereby a separate self--balancing set of accounts (General Fund) is maintained that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. 

-7-- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1997 
D. FIXED ASSETS AND LONG--TE]LM LIABILITIES 
has asse oper Gene expe No d There are no long-term liabilities at June 30, 1997. E. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported Jn the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The records of the Parish Court are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the General Fund, as reported in the accompanying financial statements, was converted to a modified accrual basis of accountJng utilizJng the followJng practices: Revenues Fines and forfeitures are recorded in the year they are <:ollected by the sheriff and various municipalities All other revenues are recorded when received Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the relate(] fund liability is incurred. F. BUDGETARY PRACTICES [['he Parish Court has adopted a budget for the Genera] Fund for the year ended June 30, 1997. A comparison of revenues and expenditures to budget is :included in the financial statements. G. VACATION AND SICK I,EAVE The Parish Court does not have a formal vacation and sick leave policy. 

-8- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF ]LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1997 
H. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
I. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS The total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operat]ons i n conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither Js such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. PENSION PIAN 
Expe Syst defi trus and emp] All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan B, employees who retire at: or after age 62 with at least ]0 years of creditable service or at or after age 55 with at least B0 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefii, payable monthly for life, equal to 2 per cent of their final- average monthly salary in excess of $i00 for each year of credJtable service. Furthermore, employees with ~t least i0 years of creditable service, but less than 30 years, may take early retirement benefits commencing at or after age 60, with the basic benefit reduced 3 per cent for each year retirement ~recedes age 62 unless he has at least 30 years of creditable servlce. In any case, monthly retirement benefits paid under Plan B cannot exceed i00 per cent of final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

-9- 
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PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1997 
The System issues an annual publicly available financial t that includes financial statements and required ementary information for the System. That report may be ned by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by ng (504) 928-1361. 

Contribut]ons to the System include one- fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are dJvided betwe-en Plan A and Plan B based proportionate] y on the sa] aries of the active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Judicial Expense Fund are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on t:he results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Judicial Expense Fund's contributions to the System under Plan B for the years endin~ June 30, 1997, 1996 and 1995 were $622, $268, and $858, respectlve]y, which were equal to the required contributions for each year. 
3. LITIGATION There is no litigation pendJng against the Parish Court 
4. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in genera] fixed assets is as follows: 
Office furniture & fixtures Equipment TOTALS 

Balance Balance June 30, June 30, 1996 Additions Deletions __1997 , $ 15,603 25~OfC2 $ 40,675 
$ 1,876 _~092 $ 7,968 
-i0- 

$ 911 7.,_712 $ 8,623 
$ 16,568 23~J52 $ 40,020 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUIS]ANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1997 
5.. LEASES There 1997. All governing statute. 6. FAMILIES IN NEED PROGRAM 
Sy ef ~u tw to 

-ii.- 



ASSETS Cash Revenues Fines Other 

PARISH COURT ]"OR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET - GENERAL FUND JUNE 30, 
receivable and forfeitures receivab].e TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Payroll taxes payable TOTAL LIABILITIES Fund Equity: Fund balance - undesignated TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUN[) EQUITY 

]997 $ 93,448 i?,578 -0- $ ii],026 

$ 236 786 i, 022 

EXIIIBIT C 

1996 $ 85,603 ]2,402 
$ 99,929 

$ 3v2 250 622 
i! o~ 0 !)4 9 9~!0 ? $ ].]1,026 $ 99,929 

SEE ACCOUNTANT ' S REPORT ATTACHED THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT "12- 



COURT FOR THE PARIS}| OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE BUDGET AND ACTUAL FOR THE YEAR ENI)ED JUNE 30, 1o97 
AC~'~A;b BUDGET $130,874 $120,000 ___2.L279 Total revenues 133.~353 Expenditures: Families in need program Ad Hoc Judge expense Salaries Automobile Conference and seminars Furn., fixtures & equip. office supplies and expense Other Professional services Retirement expense - Employees Insurance Taxes Travel and entertainment Utilities and "telephone 

25 46 3 15 7 
000 -0- 923 292 826 968 6,076 767 5,740 

-0- 12%o_o._o -0- 500 38,000 2,000 14,000 -0- 3,000 2,800 4,500 

EXHIBIT I) 

FAVORABLE IUNFAVORABLE) $ 10,874 2~279 
2 5 8 1 1 7 
000 500 923 292 826 968 3,076) 2,033 1,240) 

Total expenditures $~A~.~fi $ 92,100 $(30~356.) EXCESS (SHORTAGE) OF REVENUES OVE]}{ EXPENDITURES ]0,697 27,900 (17,203) FUND BAlaNCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR _99~{07 FUND BAIANCES AT END OF YEAR $iI0,004 
99.307 
$127,207 

-0- 
$(].7,203) 

SEE ACCOUNTANT' S REPORT ATTACHED PHE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF TIIIS STATEMEN~ "13- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASC'ENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF GENERAL FIXED ASSETS JUNE 30, 
General fixed assets, at cost: Office furniture and fixtures Equipment Total general fixed assets 
Investment in general fixed assets: Property acquired from general fund revenues 

EXHIBIT }, 

].997 !.996 
$ ]6,568 $ 40,020 = ~~=::=: 

$ 15,603 $ 40,675 =~~~~~~ 

$ 40,020 $ 40,675 

SEE ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT ATTACHED THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT .--14,-- 



PARISH COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATE OF LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2c,97 
General fixed asset, beginning of year Additions: General fund revenues Deletions General fixed assets, end of year 

EXHIBIT ]~ 

OFFICE FURNITURE & ._.FIXTURES h~!UIPMENT TOTAl $ 15,603 $ 25,072 $ 40,675 
965 -0- 

$ ].6,568 (_1~_620) (_!i~_620) $ 23,452 $ 40,020 

SEE ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT ATTACHED THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT -]5- 



lubcrl ] Kcrai~n, CPA Irenl J. Ilmbcfl, CPA 
Kernan &. Lambert Certified Public Accotoltants A ProfcsslonM Colporallon 8989 hitcrlinc Avenue, Suite A Baton Rouge, LA 70809 004) 923-1129 

Members American In~lllut c CertlBed Public Ac~otlrd~r~l Society of l/3ulslll,z Certified PtltlIl~ Accotuttattt 
REPORT ON THE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUD]q ON THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED iN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements c>f the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION, JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report: thereon dated December 4, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Genera] of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of mater~ a] misstatement. 

In p]annlng and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension, Judicial Expense Fund, for the year ended June 3[), 1997, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed Jn operation, and we assessed control risk in ordeF to determine our 
-]6- 



Ascension Judicial Expense Page two Court Fund 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide ~n opinion on the internal control structure. Acc:ordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

Timely DePosit of Revenues 

tro] ab] e tute o] ve C~Iit tro] the port the 
It was noted that revenues due the Judicial :Expense Fund from the City of DonaldsonvJ]le were not being remitted on a timely basis. The Personrlel for the City of Donaldsonville should be made aware of the importance of remitting these funds on a current basis. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation on one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk: that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be materJal in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a t~mely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the :internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable condition and accord.ingly, would not necessarily disclose all re-portable conditions that are a] so considered to be material weaknesses as defined above, floweret, we believe none of the reportable conditions described above is a material weakness. This report is intended ~;olely for the use of management arid the cognizant audit agency, and other grantor agencies, and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of the report which, upon acceptance by the Parish Court is a matter of public record. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana December 4, 1997 
-17- 



] hJbcrl j. Kerxmrl, (~PA I]renl j. I~mbcrt, CPA 
Kernan & Lambert Certified Public Accountants A Profcsslotlal Coq~ora(Ion 8989 ]ntcrlinc Avenue, Suite A Baton Rouge, IA 70809 (504) 923-1I 29 

h4cmbcrs Amcrk an h,st Itllt c (k~rttfled Public Accotmtal,r~ Society of Loulslar*~ Certified l'tJbll~ Accoul,tarlrs 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

The Honorable Marilyn Lambert, Judqe Ascension ParJ.sh Court Judicial Expense Fund 828-209 South Irma Blvd. Gonza]es, La. 70737 
We have audited the genera] purpose financial statements of the PARIS}{ COURT for the PAR]SII OF ASCENSION, JUDICIAL EXPEN~;E FUND as ef and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December 4, 1997. 

a C G C A a P 
udi omp ove t t r i t t o 
nmental Audit Guide, fled Pub] ic: Accounta ert udi udi urp 

issued by the Society nts and the Louis J ana or. Those standards require that we plan and to obtain reasonable assurance about whether se financial statements are free of material mis 
ally accepted issued by the he LQu_isia[~a of Louisiana Legislatjve perform the the generall statement. 

The results of our tests indicate that, with respect to th items tested, %:he PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND complied, in all material respects, with th provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph. With respee to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused u to believe that the PARISH COURT for the PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND had not complied, in all material respects with those provisions. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana December 4, 1997 --]8- 


